Am ixture of Zn(CH 3 COO) 2 · 2H 2 O( 0.5 mmol), 4-hydroxyphthalic acid (0.5 mmol) and 2,2'-bipyridine (bpy, 0.5 mmol) in 12 mL distilled water was heated at 413 KinaTeflon-lined stainless steel autoclave for five days. The reaction system was then slowly cooled to room temperature. Colorless block-shaped crystals of the title compound suitable for single crystal X-ray diffraction analysis were collected by filtration, washed several times with distilled water and dried in air at ambient temperature (yield 43 %based on Zn). Elemental analyses were performed with a Perkin-Elmer 240C analyzer. Elemental analysis -found: H, 3.67 %; C, 49.38 %; N, 6.42 %; O, 25.58 %; calculated for C 18H16N2O7Zn: H, 3.68 %; C, 49.39 %; N, 6.40 %; O, 25.59 %.
Discussion
Recently, much attention has been paid to coordination complexes due to their fascinating structural diversities and potential applications as functional materials [1, 2] . In as pontaneous assembly process, the structural information stored in the organic ligands is read by the metal ion through its coordination [3] . The choice of appropriate organic ligands and metal is important to construct distinct architectures, from which corresponding properties are derived [4] . The carboxylate groups have astrong ability to bond various metal ions and afford abundant coordination modes, thus rigid carboxylate ligands have been widely used for the design and synthesis of avariety of structures [5] . In the title crystal structure, the asymmetric unit contains one Zn(II) atom, one bpy ligand, one 4-hydroxyphthalate anion, one coordinating water molecule and one lattice water molecule. The Zn(II) atom adopts adistorted tetragonal pyramid (ZnN 2O3), with two Natoms from one bpy ligand and three Oatoms from one 4-hydroxyphthalate anion as well as coordinated water molecule. The bond lengths and angles around the Zn(II) are in the ranges of 1.960 (2) 
